THE BARRON PARK TREEWALK TOUR
BEGINS AT THE INTERSECTIONOF LA DONNA
STREET AND LOS ROBLESAVENUE.
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Map not drawn to scale.

1. Valley Oak(Quecus lobata)
~ 3975 La Donna St., right of driveway

“California’s mightiest oak,” acading to

Sunset Westen Gaden Book.A valley oak should
detemine the other landscapingoaind it, since
watering of plants aund its oots can cause
root crown fungus, leading to falling limbs and
death of the &e. This batted specimen may

need to beemoved after a life of over 200 years.

If it is gone, look for another valley oak example
on the popety to the left when facing the
house; it5 entwined with a blackwood acacia.

2. Valley Oak(Quecus lobata)

~ 719 La Para ¥enue, right of driveway and right
of sidewalk

These two youngerdes mayaach a height of
70 feet or moe, with an equal spad. Planted in
about 1960, theseetes illustrate how a valley
oak planted today will grnv and develop over

time. With good cae and egular watering, native
oaks can gw quite quickly when young. The
acons from valley oaks wer a favoed food of

Califomia native peoples who leached out the tannic

acid and found a nut with lots of carbohydrates
and little fat. Another magnificent specimen can
be seen at 3775 La Donna esdt.

3. Aleppo PindPinus halepensis)
~ 833 La Para ¥enue, right of driveway

Thanks to a caring owner and the excellemwgng
conditions in Baion Park, this &e is unusually
large for its species. The Aleppo is native to the
Mediteranean egion and gyws 30 to 70 feet high
with a variable canopy shape. These fastagng
pines ae well adapted to our climate, as thisetr
(one of the tallest in Palo Alto) demonstrates.

4. Blackwood (or Black) Acacia
(Acacia melanoxylon)

~ Between 889 and 891 La ParaeA

The evagreen black acacia is common één

Bamon Park. These toughees can gwv fast and
dense, up to 60 feet with a 40-footesgl. They ar
supremely well adapted to our climate, and young
black acacias staradily from the seeds of pamts.

The roots ae aggessive and can be aoptem,
especially in confined spaces.

5. Japanese Pagodeaed (Sophora japonica)

~ 930 Los Roblesvenue, to right of driveway auss
the ceek

Growing in the deep, eekside soil with lots of
available waterthis is a lage and beautiful speci
men of a species sometimes planted as a Palo Alto
street tee. They ar usually smallegrowing 20

to 25 feet tall with a similar spad, andesidents
sometimes complain about the liquiein their

seed pods which will stain carpets. In Japan, these
trees ag often planted aund Buddhist pagodas.

6. Honey Locus{Gleditsia triacanthos)

~ 4079 EI Caito Rd. on Ceiito Way next to walkway
to the left of the house

These deciduousedes a native to the easteiUS
and ae widely planted ther as stet tees. Their

fine leaflets mduce a dappled shape. Thegvgto
35 to 50 feet with a similar spad. They can make
a good lawn &e, poducing light shade.

7. Camphor flee (Cinnamomum camphora)
~ Rows of steet tees stding at 911 Ilima Vily

This steet shows how planting one d@r species
along both sides eates a “tunnel” éct. Camphors
often spead out to a width as gt as their height,
creating a shady canapyhese &es ag native to
Japan and China and maypwgrup to 50 feet.
They have glossy light gen leaves and fawed
bark. The wnks of these #res spgad vey wide

and oots will eadily crack nearby pavement. They
can be damaged byefzes and arsusceptible to
vetticillium wilt. These tees a& evegreen, so plant
with cae to avoid blocking winter sun.

8. Red MapldAcer rubium)
~ 3618 Laguna ye., 5 steet tees

This tee is native to the eastetnited States and
grows to 40 feet with a 20-foot sgad. The mpety
owner hee has planted thesedrwith a unifam
gacingwhich will beinteresting to watch asthetrees
matue Thesetrees are known for their red fdl color.

9. PecarfCarya illinoensis)

~ 3675 La Calle Coyrcomer of Baron Avenue
and La Calle Cotir

Native to the US south and Midwest, these fast-
growing nut tees can attain 70 feet with a spd
ing canopyEdible nuts fom pecan tees ag a rarity
in our climate; although theetes will sometimes
set nuts, summer temperasihee ae not high
enough for the nuts to ltem of. And even if the
nuts would fom properly the squirels would beat
you to them!

10. Camphor fee (Cinnamomum camphora)

~ 814 La Jennifer &k left of driveway

This specimen shows well the beautiful symsnetr
of the camphor when @wn alone.

11. Chinese PistacliRistacia chinensis)
~ 820 La Jennifer \& left of driveway

This is the ®e near the stet number sign.

This example is not yet mawbut shows the

vely spreading and symmetricdge fom these

trees a@ known for Beaultiful in the fall, foliage
becomes scarlet, crimson, orange, and sometimes
yellow. These moderatelyawing but highly
adaptable &es can take lawn water oydoil.

Tree can gyw to 30 feet tall with a 30-foot

width. Usually aeliable steet or lawn tee.

12. Coast Live OalQuecus agrifolia)
~ Between 841 and 838 La JennifeayV

This wondeful, lage specimen is planted
directly on the popetty line. The homeowner
estimates that it was plantedand 1955. The
coast live oak is an evgeen native ttoughout
much of Califania. They gow relatively quickly
to 70 feet with an equal g&d. Once estab
lished, they take dught well. The acors that
drop in the fall can prduce young live oaks wer
readily As you may see, the live oak casts a
dense ev@reen shade that can block the mar
ing winter sun, so thoughtful planting ecom
mended. Native oakees thrive on neglect: sum
mer watering, congiction, or soil compaction
aound the oots of the tee can spell doom.

13. Cork OakQuecus suber)
~ 3785 El Centr St., fliont yad right of driveway

This wondeful example of the cork oak, with a
coast live oak to the right of it, shows clearly the
differences between the two. The cork oak is an
evegreen tee native to the Meditemean, and if
you look closely at theunk of this tee, you

will see that you can thank thiset for the cork

in your wine bottle Thistree can grow to 50 feet

with an equal spread. Neads good drainage or it

will ydlow. Very drought tolerant once established.

14. Copper Beech
(Fagus sylvatica ‘Abtpunicea’)
~ 3756 Cass ®; backyad, right of house

These purplish deciduous#s can gw to 90
feet but ae usually smalleiThey have smooth,
grey bark.

~ continued on other side



15. Chinese EInjUImus pavifolia)
~ 706 Baron Avenue, font yad

These beautiful, gracefuldes can be evgreen
or deciduous, depending on temperasuiThey
grow rapidly to 40 to 60 feet tall with an equal
or greater spead. Chinese elms yain shape
but usually appear spading with long weeping
branches thateiach down to the gund if not
pruned. This one is well pned. Although
these fast gmwing trees a@ well-adapted to our
climate and wer extensively planted in Palo Alto
as steet tees, the City no longer plants them
because of the high cost efyular puning to
keep the foliage étthe gound. These #es

have few pest or diseaseplems.

16a. Califonia Pepper fee (Schinus molle)

~ 696 La Donna St., on Ban Arenue, overanging
the pad

A native of Peu, this fast-gpwing tree caneach
40 feet with an equal spad. Its weeping canopy
contains bright gren, narow leaflets and many
yellowish white summer flowers inaliping

4- to 6-inch clusters. Flowers becomee-
colored beries in the fall. The gnarled and
deeply furowed tunks of these &es gow quite
large and a best in unconfined spaces.dig
surface pots can cause damage if planted too
close to buildings or pavement. Thesses

are drought tolerant, but have some disease
problems. Yu can see an evendar specimen
behind you at 3721 La Donna &it.

16b. Fig(Ficus carica)

~ 696 La Donna Stet, at the back of thegpety
along Baron Arenue

Thismound of atree grows wide ontothe road,
showingits large, distinctive leaves. It can d 0 be
identified by itssmooth, light-grey bark. Thefigis
well adapted to our dimate and generdly produces
copious quantities of fruit. Hgs can grow quite

laige, but may be kept to a managesbl esize and shepe
with pruning whichisbeg doneinthe immer.

17. Black LocusfRobinia pseudoacacia)
~ 581 Baron Avenue, parking @a foont of fence

This young black locust shows the potential of
this species for pducing rapid shade. These fast-
growing deciduous ges gow to 75 feet. Native to
the easter U.S., this tee has “naturalized” in many
places, including our aa. They have lachright
green compound leaves and in the sprirgdpce
lage quantities of nectditled white flowers that &
well-loved by bees. Black locustealso legumes
and can enrich the soil. The bark is gray with deep
furrows. In their wild, uncultivated fons, these
trees have been discontinued asettiees in par
because of thas on their branches.

18. Chinese dllow Tree(Sapium sebifeum)
~ 730 Paul venue, font yad, left side

This tee is known for its dramatied, yellowor
purple fall color Sapiums gw to 35 feet with an
upright, ounded canopy and lovely heahaped
leaves. They give light-to-moderate shade and can
grow fast when given plenty of watéfrhe name
“tallow tree” is derived fom the Chinese practice

of using the waxy coatingand the seeds for
making candles.

19. London Planer€e(Platanus acerifolia)
~ 751 Paul ¥enue, on the right side of theoperty

This is an excellent, not-yet-magukondon plane.
Planes @& common steet tees all over America
because they “rise above the indignities of smog,
dust and automobile exhaust,” a@ting to Sunset,
and may each 80 feet high by 40 feet wide. They
also tolerate dught quite well. ¥u can see an
entire steet of London planes on Amarantaefiue
stating at Los Robles. Theees thee ae 40 to

60 years old and may be consimatue.

A disease called anthracnose is common in older
varieties of London planes, but those planted today
are bed to be esistant.

20. Big-Leaf MapldAcer macophyllum)
~ 3880 La Donna Stet, left of driveway on San Jude

Another tee native to the west coast. Thessalr
topped, dense, deciduousds do well as stet
trees in agas with deep soil. Theyayw 30 to

50 feet. Notice the lge, dark ggen leaves on this
tree and the lightly fuowed gey bark. They gw
quickly to fom a symmetrical,aunded canopy

This specimen is thriving on the extregation
from the lawn. Thesedes ag adaptable; at

800 Matadey, another fine example isayring
well in a low-irigation aea along the stet.

Big leaf maples in their native enmirment can
be seen along the upperesthes of Alpine Road
in Potola \alley.

“How little we
know of our tees,
even those casting their
friendly shadows

acoss our daily paths.”

~ Maunsell van Rensselaer
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